
 

 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meetings held on Wednesday 19th & 
Thursday 20th February 2020, Town Hall, St Helens 
Present: - 68 
 
 
1. Welcome  

Neil Woods opened the meetings by introducing the top table and explained that more 
than one meeting was being held in the hope of getting a quorate number so business 
could be passed and what would happen if the combined meetings were not quorate 
i.e. certain items on the agenda will be approved by the Branch’s general Purposes 
Committee and the Regional Organising Committee and declared the meeting open. 
 
Apologies were received from; Jean Hignett, Mandy Prescott, Sandie King-Wilson, 
Lenore Burgess and Pauline Staples. 
 

2. Minutes of 2019 AGM 
 The minutes from the 2019 AGM were adopted as a true and correct record at all 
meetings. 
 

3. Matters Arising 
 There were no matters arising from any of the meetings. 
 
4. Branch Rules 

Neil explained about the quorate number now being 3% of the Branch’s membership, 
as shown in point 4D, which had been imposed by the Regional Office.  
The new rules were adopted by all meetings but due to the AGM not being quorate 
overall, the rules will need to be ratified by the Regional Organising Committee (ROC).
  
 

5. Annual Report  
Members were given time to read through the document and the Chair explained the 
report of work, which he acknowledged had been produced by the Branch office staff 
and he expressed his thanks to them for their hard work during the year. He then 
explained what the branch action plan was and how it was produced in conjunction with 
the Regional Officer. 
The report was accepted at all of the meetings. 
 

6. Financial Report  
The Chair explained that the accounts for 2018 were available for scrutiny and that the 
2019 accounts had been approved by the Branch Executive Committee and audited 
and approved by both internal and external auditors. 
The report was accepted at all of the meetings. 
 
 

 
 



 
7. Branch Officer Nominations 
 Neil explained the process behind becoming an officer and that anyone was welcome to 

express an interest in any of the vacant positions. He also explained why the Welfare 
Officer post was showing as vacant and that this was an important role within the 
Branch. 
The nominations were accepted at all of the meetings. 
 

8. Steward Nominations 
Neil commented that the Branch always welcomes new stewards and that it would be 
particularly helpful if someone could be available within Corporate Services at St Helens 
Council. 
He also thanked the contacts the Branch has within several sections and schools for 
their help throughout 2019. 
The nominations were accepted at all of the meetings. 
 

9. Honoraria Payments 
The honoraria process was explained and Neil asked those present to accept each 
individual payment.  
The payments for Treasurer, Welfare Officer, Woman’s Officer and Auditors were 
accepted at all meetings. 
 

10. Motions 
There were no motions put forward. 
 

11. AOB 
Keith Bradley (Regional Officer) gave a brief talk outlining the ongoing term time only 
claim, explaining what it was, who was affected and the process going forward. He 
advised those present from schools to tell their colleagues, if they haven’t already, to 
complete a case form and return it to the Branch. He thanked the Branch staff for their 
efforts both with the St Helens claim and also with the assistance they are providing to 
the Halton Branch with their claim. 
The same talk was given by Neil at the AGM’s held on Thursday 20th February. 
 
Several questions were raised at each meeting and these and the answers given 
are attached. 
 

12. Prize Draw 
The prize draw took place after the last AGM on Thursday 20th February and the prizes 
were won by:  
 
Karen Stanley, Julia Nawrocka, Lee Jones, Clive Bracken, Denise Warburton, Neil 
Woods, Jean Bell, Joanne Sedgewick, Chris Smith, Eugene Leech, Phil Holmes, 
Barbara Pinder and Tracy Uzell. 

 
 
 
  


